ACHIEVEMENT/ACTIVITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND MUSEUMS,
HARYANA, FOR THE YEAR 2025-26 AND PROJECTS/PROGRAMMERS FOR THE YEAR  2026-
27
1. Introduction
The Department of Archaeology & Museums, Haryana was established in 1972 with the primary aim of
protection, conservation, preservation, maintenance and promotion of the State Protected monuments
and sites. The movable heritage like sculptures, coins, archaeological artefacts, archival objects etc. are

being sateguarded and displayed to create awareness among masses. The Department at present, has
under protection, 72 monuments and sites, 5 Zonal Museums and 1 Site Museum.

2. Notable achievement of the Department for the vear 2025-26

» A tender has been allotted to DFI regarding internal display of the Rakhigarhi Museum, Hisar. The work
s in progress. 90% civil work has been done of the Muscum Complex. It is expected that the Rakhigarhi
Muscum complex would get progressively operationalized during 2025-26. This is being done in
collaboration with Government of India.

» A tender has been allotted to M/S Tagbin regarding Internal Display of the State Archacological Muscum,
Panchkula. The civil work is in progress. 60% civil work has been done of the Musecum Complex. It is
cxpected that State Muscum Panchkula would get progressively operationalized during 2025-26.

» The Department has signed a MoU with the Archacological Survey of India on 30" March 2024, to
develop Agroha Archacological Site as prominent destination in Haryana. A muscum, tourist welcome
centre, panorama and planetarium will be established to propagate archacological site of Agroha. In this
regard, the Department has conducted a GPR Survey through Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur.,

» The Department has initiated the project for setting up of Swami Omanand Saraswati Sanghrahalya at
Jhajjar.

~ The work ol a Site Muscum at Pre-larappan Site-Kunal, District Fatchabad being exccuted through
PWD (B&R). Civil Work 1s almost completed.

»  Recovered Artefacts: Metal Sculptures were recovered from Gurugram through PS, Manesar.

» T'he Department has 1ssued a final notification to declare prohibited area (the area up to 15 meters from
the protected himits) and the rcegulated arca (arca beyond 15 meters to 30 meters) for 11 protected
sites/monuments i order to provide protection against mining operations and constructions purposec.

~ Notification: The Department has provided State protection to 68 monuments/sites under
Archacological Act, 1964 of Ilaryana and more than 40 sites/monuments arc undcer process for state
protection,

» Heritage Corner: The Department has been circulating heritage kits that focuses on developing
[eritage sensitivity and awareness among school children. A concept of Heritage Corner module along
with Chapter on Haryana’s Heritage has been introduced for the same. Heritage Kits have been given
among 7 districts, and more work 1s 1n progress.

» The calendars for the year 2025 have been published on the theme of Rakhigarhi, and Unprotected
Monuments respectively.

» Stamp Sheet and PPC: Launch: A Customized Stamp sheet, first time in Haryana was launched in
July 2024, by Department in collaboration with Chiet Post Master General, Ambala Division, on 12
State Protected Monuments of Haryana. A Permanent Pictorial Cancellation themed on Kila Zafargarh,
was launched in Jind district. This is a State Protected Monument and now has become dentity icon of
Post Office stamp.

~ Signages and Upgradation of Sites: 16 New signboards/ signage have been installed on various State
protected sites of Department. New metered connections of internet, clectricity and watcer have also
been provided to some Sites as part of upgradation purposes.

»  Souvenirs: As part ol awareness initiatives, Department has launched new sct of Souvenirs in form of
magencts. coasters, bookmarks, photo frames, mugs, cte. that arc being sold at various promotional
cvents.

» Promotional Events and Social Media Presence: Over the past ten months, thirty-four heritage
ﬁmgramg were successfully organized across fifteen districts of Ilaryana. featuring heritage walks.
tours. seminars. events, workshops, baithaks., and exhibitions. Ieritage and experiential tours were also

conducted in Rakhigarhi and Narnaul. Additionally, our government official pages now rank third in
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followers, with more than 7.000 followers in Instagram. These efforts were carried out in collaboration
with schools, colleges, universitics. INTACH, and the American Institute of Indjan Studies.

I-xhibitions and Workshops: Exhibitions and Workshops have been exccuted and achieved
suceesslully. Surajkund Crafis Fair. Faridabad (IFebruary 2025), Sonipat in April 2025, DAV School.
>olice Line, Karnal in May 2025. Delhi Public School, Kurukshetra in May 2025, GMSSS School
Jlanabad (Sirsa). IFatehabad, Kunal Museum and Mango Mela (Pinjore) in July 2025, BDT Swea
Pakhwada September 2025. DAV Girls College in September 2025, International (iceta Mahotsav,
Kurukschtra (November 2025). 2nd Rakhigarhi Mahotsav (December 2025), Swadeshi Mahotsav at
Panchkula Exhibition installed from 23.12.2025-29.12.2025. Saraswati Mahotsav held (19.01.2026-
23.01.2026) at Adi Badri, Yamunanagar, Pehowa Tirth and at Archacological site Kunal. International

Conference (08-10.04.2026) at Kurukshetra University and Heritage Walks at different sites with
colobrations general public.

Technical interventions: Website upgradation, Sales App. Chat Bot, ¢-Ticketing Solutions, On-
Boarding the Dept on Amazon- Fulfilled by Amazon Vendor for publications, Jahaj Kothi
Documentary.

Field Archaeology: Kunal Excavations, Prehistoric Site Explorations in Faridabad Aravalli. Site
Laploration in Batta, Hisar District, Site Inspections of State Protected sites and monuments, GPR

Surveys- Agroha and Dharondkhera. Drone Survey and Photography of State Protected Monuments,
Topara Kalan Field Work have been done.

Overall policies and programmes of the Department

This Department has 5 plan schemes:

Archaeological Excavation/Exploration Programme,
Protection/Preservation and Development of Ancient Monuments/Sites.
Preparation of Plaster Casts of Ancient Sculptures and Antiquities,
Setting up of State Archaeological Museum.

Setting up of Zonal Museums.

Proposed launch of new projects and concepts by the Department
Conservation/Maintenance/Restoration and other activities such as exploration, organizing exhibition,
publication and preparation of plaster cast of ancient sculptures will be continued.

A Rakhigarhi Festival is in process of planning, will be executed by year end to showcase the Art and
Heritage of this Archacological site and its time period.

Setting up of heritage corners in schools of different districts of Haryana to aware students regarding
icritage of Haryana. Teacher Demonstrations will be done as well.

digitization of artefacts for documentation, upgradation and rescarch purposes of muscum activities is

being done for students, scholars ctc.

Department will conduct different workshops for school students as well as for researchers (o promote
the heritage and culture of Taryana.
Sikh Muscum to be set up at Kurukshetra which is under consideration of Govt. regarding finalization of

land.

Statue and Muscum of Guru Ravi Das (along with administrative trust, hostel and educational institute.
Hostel, Library. Muscum, Rescarch Centre and Sanskritik Centre in the name of Mata Savitri Bai-Jyotiba
Phule.

Muscum lor Sikh Gurus in Scector-33 Kurukshetra.

Swami Omamamd Saraswati Muscum Jhajjar.

Financial Outlay on various programmes being run up by the Department

Plan outlay of Rs24,66.00,000 sanctioned on Plan side. and Rs. 4.78.01.000 on Non-plan side and Rs.
25.15.00.000 in Capital side for the year 2025-26. The maximum expenditure is allocated for the
conservation/renovation and beautification of the State protected sites/monuments and up-gradation of
Museums.

Rs. 77.64,00.000/- for conservation work and to provide public amenities in Narnaul reason and NCR

reason as well under special assistance for states (NCRPC).
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Rs. 41.38 Cr has already been allotted to PWD(B&R) for additional work at Rakhigarhi Site Museum
and Interpretation Centre.

Rs. 4.21 Cr. Has already been allotted to PWD(B&R) for installation of lifts and work station at State
Museum, Sector-5, Panchkula.

Rs. 13.57 lacs allotted to M/s Kapoor Associate Ringh Road Shalimar Bagh New Delhi for consultancy
services of Guru Ravidas Bhawan and Museum, Kurukshetra.

Rs. 89.05 lacs allotted to HSRDC. Panchkula for supply of fabrication at Site Museum Kunal.

2s.3.51 lacs allotted to HSRDC. Panchkula for rejuvenation/conservation of Sheesh Mahal Farukhnagar.

Rs. 222.36 lacs allotted to HSRDC. Panchkula for conservation work at Tigrana, Bhiwani.

Any major policy shift undertaken/proposed to be undertaken and its impact/likely impact on the
activities of the Department

» Conservation work effective conservation & protection of the monuments.
National/ International recognition of programme/activities of the Department

~ Toorganize an International Seminar/Conference/Workshop apart from Regional events.
Strategic/long term vision of the Department in the interest of all round development of the people
of Haryana

»  The moto of the Department is to “save our Monuments, save our Culture, save our Heritage "
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